Backgrounder

The Broad Coalition: Cooperation by vote-pairing and strategic voting

To avoid splitting the progressive vote on May 17, The Broad Coalition is endorsing key progressive constituencies as either NDP or Green. Voter cooperation through strategic voting and vote-pairing will focus the progressive vote and help elect progressive MLAs. 

How did you determine which constituencies to endorse? 

The Broad Coalition ranked the constituencies that have a strong base of NDP and Green voters based on 1996 and 2001election results. We decided to endorse the six strongest constituencies — one Green and five NDP. Other constituencies may be endorsed during the campaign.

What is strategic voting? 

The Broad Coalition is endorsing both Green and NDP constituencies so that voters from both parties can cooperate to elect as many progressive candidates as possible. A Green can vote NDP in one constituency, knowing that an NDP will vote Green in another. Voters who do not want to elect a Liberal or waste their vote, have this opportunity to cooperate and elect more progressive members to the legislature.

What is vote-pairing?

Example: Kim is a Green Party supporter in Victoria-Beacon Hill, one of the constituencies that the Broad Coalition has endorsed as NDP. Kim registers on the website and indicates that she is looking for an NDP in a constituency endorsed as Green. Ted, an NDP supporter, lives in Powell River-Sunshine Coast, which is endorsed as Green. He goes to the website and sees that Kim is looking for a vote-pair. Ted emails Kim through the site. They exchange information and decide to vote-pair. Ted votes for the Green candidate in his riding and Kim votes for the NDP in her riding. Both Kim and Ted have supported their own party by pairing, while helping to elect a progressive candidate.

When does this start?

The Broad Coalition's website www.broadcoalition.net is now hosting the Vote-Pair Registry. Voters in endorsed constituencies can visit the site today and register their intent to vote-pair.  

More key constituencies will be endorsed during the campaign. Voters in those constituencies can then register on the site. Voters should check the site regularly.

The Broad Coalition is a group of NDP, Green and nonpartisan voters that has been meeting for three years to promote cooperation of progressive parties on May 17. The group has researched voter support for cooperation and believes that many voters will welcome this alternative to the adversarial nature of first-past-the-post election campaigns.
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