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My dear Friends in the Risen Christ,

In my role as your new Bishop, | want to share some words of Easter Joy both to
celebrate the new relationship that now exists between you and me, and, even more, to
celebrate the wonderful relationship we now experience together as we sing “Welcome
Happy Morning” and realize yet again that the tomb indeed is empty and the Risen
Jesus is standing among us in all of his Glory.

| do not take my new relationship with you lightly. It is my prayer, as | hope it is yours,
that we will move the churches of the Anglican Network in Canada into a joy-filled future
and that our actions and ministry together will be worthy of Him who paid such a price
for our salvation — and for that of the whole world.

Our own struggle in these past weeks has not been easy but then neither was the Way
of the Cross. And, just as the Via Dolorossa and Calvary’s Hill, and all the suffering that
occurred there, ultimately led to the joy of the empty tomb, so we pray that these our
own trials will be but a small price to pay for the Easter Joy that we continue to share.

It is my intention to try to be present with as many of our parish families as possible
during the remainder of 2008, so that together we may share our joy as followers of our
resurrected Christ — and that “our joy may be full”. 1 also look forward to worshiping our
risen Lord with many of you at our national conference of celebration and
commissioning, Compelled by Christ’s Love, in the Vancouver area, April 25-26.

Bishop Malcolm and Marylou join with Trudy and me in sending our love and greetings
this Eastertide.

Your friend and bishop,
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