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FARSC business - President's Report

By now you are all aware that because of the world wide SARS problem FARS-Khabarovsk has rescheduled  the 2003 friendship RadioSport Games to 2004. Yevgeny has not yet set an exact date but in all probability it will be in August.

I would like all of you to make a supreme effort to attend next year. In all probability it will be the last time most of us will have the 

opportunity to visit Russia and participate in RadioSport Games. In fact, unless we can entice many new, younger people into FARS, it may be the last Games.

Since Canada became involved in 1992 our membership has declined overall, with only two new younger members becoming involved. The situation is almost the same in the USA and there is no indication it is much different in Russia. Therefore, if we want the movement to continue it is up to us to make it happen.

I would like every FARS member to look within their own circle of friends and see if there is one person that might make a good FARStian and who you think might be able to carry the torch as we pass it down the line. If we all added one young, fire breathing member, we would double our membership

and be a force to reckon with in 2004. Let that be our challange for this summer.

Perry Creighton - VA7PC

President, FARS - Canada

EVENTS

The second IARU Region 2 Amateur Radio Direction Finding Championships will be held in Cincinati, Ohio July 30 to August 3, 2003. 

The IARU Region 3 Amateur Radio Direction Finding Championships to be held

at Ballarat, a large provincial city in Victoria, Australia. It is hosted by the Wireless Institute of Australia (WIA) and will be held from Friday 28 November to Wednesday 3 December 2003.

OTHER NEWS

ARDF practise sessions, with alternating 80m and 2m hunts have continued during the winter. Beginning with the first saturday in June, June 7, we will move to Beaver Lake park.

The twice a month sessions are held on the first and third Saturdays, muster in the lower parking lot at Beaver Lake park about 9:30 to be ready for a 10:00 start. All welcome. No ham licence required. FARSC usually has three or four receivers available which can be shared with the equipment challenged. 

ARDF equipment reports - VE7BFK:

80m transmitters and receivers from China

Since obtaining the BX-80 transmitters and the RF-80M receivers last year, we have been using them alternately with the 2m gear during the twice-a-month practise hunts.  Mostly, the equipment has performed quite well but there were a couple of intermittent oddities. One morning when the temperature was near freezing, one of the transmitters was not keying properly at the start of each of it's transmissions, missing some of the dots and dashes of the ID, but finished each minute fully operational. This problem was proven to be temperature-related with fridge testing, and was isolated to the crystal oscillator being sluggish to start when it's cold. Three of the transmitters needed the oscillator's feedback level adjusted to correct the cold problem. On another rainy morning, after working correctly for about an hour and a half, two of the transmitters suddenly began transmitting at the wrong time. This shift was almost certainly caused by water getting into the rig, as they all work correctly after drying out. Plastic bags deployed on the next rainy day seems to fix this one.

Dale Hunt low-cost 80m receiver

I obtained a preliminary circuit board for this receiver which will be the subject of a QST article sometime real soon now. My construction is not quite complete--trouble finding some odds 'n ends. More on this rig later; this is a 'heads-up' to watch for the QST article.

Montreal fox controller

Complete description of this controller is available on Jacques, VE2EMM's web site:

www.qsl.net/ve2emm/index.html#index

The fox controller uses a common, PIC16F84 18-pin microcontroller IC,

a 9-position DIP switch, and a handful of other discrete parts. All of the setup (timing choices, ID callsign, fox ID) is accomplished with the DIP switches. The controller simultaneously produces push-to-talk,    on/off morse keying, and a morse keyed tone. These signals go to transistor switches and RC filtering to interface to most fox radios, including 2m FM handhelds and 80m QRP CW. The developers Francois, VE2JX and Jacques, VE2EMM, have also moved the code to the newer (and cheaper) PIC16F628.

I intend to try out the controller in the 80m rigs--a simpler way to modify the 80m rigs to include callsign ID rather than changing the   existing controller ROM.

VK3YNG Sniffer MK4

We first saw this 2m receiver in action during FRG99 in Portland, and again here in Victoria during FRG01 turning in a winning performance. The receiver is now available, full information is available on Bryan's web site:

http://www.users.bigpond.net.au/vk3yng/foxhunt/2m_sniffer/manual.htm

This receiver is very compact (7.3 cm X 8 cm X 2.3 cm) including 2 AA cell battery inside. The coax BNC and headphone plug extend from the top, increasing the 8 cm dimension. The front face has a 2 cm circle of speaker holes in upper left corner, a single-digit LED display top middle, and the rest of the panel is a 13-key membrane keyboard. You can pre-set 6 frequency/modes which are recalled with a single key. The receiver has an audio S-meter (pitch varies with signal strength), a 5-minute timer to keep track of which fox is on, up/down volume control, and a slick auto-ranging gain control. The gain control and   audio S-meter make the operation while hunting pretty well hands-off, eyes on the terrain.

About FARSC

We encourage amateurs and non-amateurs interested in Amateur Radio Dirction Finding, or/and participating in Friendship Radio Games to join the Friendship Amateur Radio Society Canada. Annual fee is $15.00 which goes toward supporting and promoting the Friendship Radio Games, and if desired, to pay for a mailed, printed copy of this newsletter. For further info, please check our web site: ww.islandnet.com/~jyoung/FARSC

To sign up or renew, please send $15, Name, callsign, email address, and phone number. If you want to have the printed copy of the newsletter mailed to you, we also need your mailing address. Send to FARSC, 2005 Queenston St., Victoria BC, V8R 4P3
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