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FARSC business

Executive  met in Feb:

 - Only a few cents interest earned to change

   financial position.

 - Usual wide ranging discussion.

 - Discuss upcoming events - see following 

   section.

 - Discuss ways to increase membership. No  

   concrete action decided.

 - Decided to purchase enough 80M ARDF 

    rigs to have a full course - see

    other news section following.

EVENTS

A delegation will attend the RAC convention in Vernon this July 26..29, to give a seminar presentation about ARDF, man (person?) a booth to show off equipment and pictures, and maybe stage a demo of some sort.

Possible attendance at ARRL convention and hamfest in Seaside May 31, June 1 and 2.

OTHER NEWS

G. D. (Joe) Young, VE7BFK, has been appointed by the board of the Radio Amateurs of Canada as RAC ARDF coordinator for Canada. This appointment 

follows the resignation of Perry Creighton, VA7PC, who held the first  ever such office in Canada from 1997..2002.

80 metre equipment purchase

After discussions about promoting ARDF, increasing FARSC membership and so forth, the FARSC executive has decided to expand the scope of our ARDF practise sessions to include 80m hunts. After good success with

using the equipment donated to us by the Chinese Radio Sports Association when they attended FRG01, it was decided to purchase five 80m TX to make a full IARU course. In addition, we will also purchase a couple of the Chinese 80m receivers for general club member and newcomer use. A couple of members also want to purchase the 80m receivers. As of this writing, we have just heard that the equipment has been sent from Beijing.

ARDF practise sessions continue

The twice a month sessions continue on the first and third Saturdays, muster in the lower parking lot at Mt. Doug park about 9:30 to be ready for a 10:00 start. All welcome. No ham licence required. FARSC usually has three or four receivers available which can be shared with the equipment challenged. 

When the weather dries out, we will move the sessions out to Beaver Lake park for a little variety. Probably starting in May.

Omnidirectional Antenna tested

A turnstile (crossed dipoles) antenna design which was shown in QEX magazine, Nov/Dec 2001, originally designed for 10 metres, has been scaled to 2m and tried out. The antenna differs from the ordinary turnstile in not requiring the 1/4 wavelenth phasing line section. Instead, it has one

dipole shorter than normal, and the second dipole longer than normal and formed into an inverted V. The two antennas are fed in parallel. The short one has an inductive feed point impedance and the long one is capacitive, the inverted V shape allows adjusting the reactive part to be the same magnitude but opposite sign as for the short dipole. The feedpoint is then real and the phase relation between the two dipoles is 90 degrees as required for an omnidirectional

pattern. The trial antenna was fed with RG174 and the SWR was observed to be about 1.5:1, so some work still needs to be done about the matching.


[image: image2.wmf]Turnstile antenna. (not to scale) Dashed lines are for the inverted V.

Flat top length is 0.932 m, horizontal space between the tips of the inverted V is 0.744 m, and the tips are 0.382 below the flat top. 


About FARSC

We encourage amateurs and non-amateurs interested in Amateur Radio Dirction Finding, or/and participating in Friendship Radio Games to join the Friendship Amateur Radio Society Canada. Annual fee is $15.00 which goes toward supporting and promoting the Friendship Radio Games, and, if desired a mailed, printed copy of this newsletter. For further info, please check our web site: www.islandnet.com/~jyoung/FARSC 

There are still info and pictures about FRG01 at www.islandnet.com/~jyoung/FRG01.
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